
Lord of the Flies Anticipation and Reading Guide 

English II Pre-AP – Summer 2018  

 

ANTICIPATION GUIDE 

 

Before you begin reading, take the time to consider YOUR OPINION on the following anticipatory questions. 

As you read consider the characters and events that might support your opinions or that might cause you to re-

evaluate your opinion. 
 

(True/False) 

_____ 1.  If someone cannot “pull his/her weight,” he/she is expendable. 

 

_____ 2.  The younger we are, the more selfish we are. 

 

_____ 3.  All wars are preventable. 

 

_____ 4.  The darkness is scary because of the unknown factor. 

 

_____ 5.  Adult supervision is necessary in every context. 

 

_____ 6.  Sex is on people’s minds constantly, whether they realize it, or 

want it to be, or not. 

 

_____ 7.  Youth is wasted on the young. 

 

_____ 8.  Male stereotypes are just as damaging as female stereotypes. 

 

_____ 9.  There should be a “pecking order” among siblings; it is 

healthy, productive, and proper for the older and bigger to dominate 

(“survival of the fittest”). 

 

_____ 10.  Mankind is the cruelest of all beasts, because when we hurt other people, we realize they are being 

hurt; when cats play with and eat mice, the cat has no idea that the mouse is in pain.  This makes people the 

least respectable of all species (concept from Mark Twain’s The Damned Human Race). 

 

_____ 11.  Good authors can provide endless thinking opportunities; without them, life would be dull. 

   

_____ 12.  There will always be polarity, or clashing ideological opposition, in America. 

 

_____ 13.  Our society needs as many laws as possible—or as necessary. 

 

_____ 14.  To be truly happy and properly guided, one must have a true/traditional mother figure and a 

true/traditional father figure. 

 

_____ 15.  Isolation is the worst place for a prisoner. 

 

_____ 16.  There is an element of evil within each and every one of us. 

 

_____ 17.  Most people are followers, because it is much easier to follow. 

 



_____ 18.  In our minds, a constant battle is waged between good (superego) and evil (id). (We will get into 

Freud’s psychoanalytical theories) 

 

_____ 19.  People are motivated by their stomachs and sex drives, which are their primal instincts/ 

urges/desires, instead of their reasoning abilities. 

 

_____ 20.  A good leader must have charisma. 

 

_____ 21.  A good leader must have intelligence. 

 

_____ 22. A good leader must have moral integrity. 

 

_____ 23. Society does not need police to keep people honest. 

 

_____ 24.  People are essentially good. 

 

_____ 25.  It is human nature to want to be like everyone else—and to not tolerate outsiders. 

 

_____ 26.  The force of good is stronger than that of evil. 
 

GUIDED READING QUESTIONS 

1. Who are the major characters, and how do they change throughout the text? 

2. What are the various external and internal conflicts? 

3. How can Ralph and Jack be considered foil pairs? Why is their contrast significant? 

4. What motivates each character?  With whom are we meant to sympathize?  Who are we meant to 

condemn? 

5. Why do events progress on the island as they do?  What does this teach us about the real world? 

6. What significance do literary elements have in shaping the meaning of the book?  All are fair game and 

should be considered, but pay careful attention to symbolism, imagery, and allusions. 

7. What archetypal images can you identify? This could be a character, an object, a location, a key image. 

Can you determine their significance? 

8. What does the title mean? Do a little research and find out where the phrase “lord of the flies” 

originates. How can that help give you some insight to the meaning of the text? 

9. What would you consider to be the climax (turning point) of the novel? Why? 

10. How is the ending of the novel ironic? This about how this event parallels an event from earlier in the 

text. 

11. What is Golding’s opinion of the innate nature of the human spirit? 

12. How should a society be organized?  How should it be governed? 

13. What are Golding’s thoughts on war and peace?  Are they merely events, or are they human conditions? 

14. Does the novel still have something to offer us today? 

15. Is there a bigger meaning to all of this?  What might the story as a whole represent? 



WHAT TO LOOK FOR WHILE READING A NOVEL 

ANNOTATION SUGGESTIONS 

 

SUGGESTIONS: 

 Keep track of important quotes as you read by highlighting or creating a key of some sort to help you 

track them. 

 As you highlight or mark key quotes, jot down a few key ideas to remind you why you thought that 

quote was important. 

 Listed below are suggestions as to quotes/passages that may be important: 

 

 

I.  CHARACTERIZATION 

1. Identify the main character (or characters).   

2. Look for the following: 

 Direct characterization 

 Indirect characterization 

 Physical description 

 Behavioral description 

II.SETTING 

1. Identify the setting and trace changes as the book progresses. 

2. How is the setting used to:  

 Affect the characters? (create conflict)  

 Create mood?  Affect tone? 

 Add to conflict? 

 

III.SYMBOLISM/ARCHETYPES 

1. Look for repeated references to objects; trace these references to see if there is any symbolic 

significance.  

2. Think about characters as symbols or archetypes; what is their purpose as that symbol? 

 

IV.CONFLICT 

1. Identify main conflicts (man vs. man, etc.) 

2. How is the conflict created by symbolism, setting, and characterization?  How does the conflict 

develop a theme? 

 

V.  ELEMENTS OF STYLE 

1. As you read, assess the author’s style of writing.  This is the time to think those lists of terms 

you received in English I Pre-AP. If you didn’t keep them, I have included a list on my 

website for you.   
2. Make note of important uses of these devices while you are reading. 

 

VI. THEME 

1. Themes are developed through the other devices.  You will have to come back to this at the end.  

You can, as you read, ask yourself what some possible themes may be.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHARACTER TRACKING CHART 

 

There are several characters in this novel. You may want to keep a chart like the one below to help you 

keep track of each character’s development throughout the novel. Write down key phrases and page 

numbers so that you can easily refer back to the novel. 

 

CHARACTER 
INITIAL 

CHARACTERIZATION 

MAJOR CONFLICTS 

FACED 

KEY 

CHARACTER 

CHANGES 

CHARACTER’S 

ROLE ON THE 

ISLAND 

RALPH     

PIGGY     

JACK     

SIMON     

ROGER     

SAM AND 

ERIC 

(SAMNERIC) 

    

THE 

LITTLUNS 
    

 

 


